
M
aryland Act of 
Toleration
G

abby and N
atalie



>A docum
ent that prom

ised religious freedom
 to Catholics in M

aryland, but 
sentenced anyone w

ho denied the existence of Jesus to death.

>H
ouse of D

elegates passed it in fear that Protestants m
ay restrict Catholic 

liberties.

>First law
 in British N

orth Am
erica that allow

ed freedom
 of religion, and w

as 
later echoed in the First Am

endm
ent.

W
hat it was:



W
hat it said:

>Anyone w
ho says anything against G

od or denies the existence of Jesus w
ill 

be killed, and all his stuff w
ill be given to Lord Baltim

ore.

>Anyone w
ho criticizes the Virgin M

ary, the holy Apostles, or the Evangelists, 
has to pay 5 pounds of Sterling. If they can’t pay, they w

ill be publicly w
hipped 

and im
prisoned for an indefinite am

ount of tim
e. 

>Anyone w
ho calls som

eone a m
ean nam

e because of their religion has to pay 
10 shillings sterling. If the person can’t pay, they’ll be publicly w

hipped and put 
in jail until they say they’re sorry.



Additional Inform
ation:

>Im
m

igrants w
ere draw

n to M
aryland’s econom

ic opportunity, therefore 
m

any w
ere individuals and not fam

ilies resulting in a m
ixture of religions.

>W
orkers and artisans w

ere m
ostly Protestant, and country gentlem

en w
ere 

Catholic. Inevitably there w
ere m

ore poor people (Protestant) in the society.

>Catholics w
ere in the m

inority; m
ost people w

ere Protestant or Anglican

>Repealed by W
illiam

 Claiborne (Anglican) in 1654, reinstated, and then 
repealed again in 1692.


